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and well done. But above all that ever I saw, Betterton1 do the Bondman the best. Then to my father's and found my mother ill. After staying a while with them, I went home and sat up late, spending my thoughts how to get money to bear me out in my great expense at the Corona-cion, against which all provide, and scaffolds setting up in every street. I had many designs in my head to get some, but know not which will take. To bed.
2d. Early with Mr. Moore about Sir Paul Neale's2 business with my uncle and other things all the morning. Dined with him at Mr. Crew's, and after dinner I went to the Theatre, where I found so few people (which is strange, and the reason I did not know) that I went out again, and so to Salsbury Court, where the house as full as could be; and it seems it was a new play, "The Queen's Maske,"8 wherein there are some good humours: among others, a good jeer to the old story of the Siege of Troy, making it to be a common country tale. But above all it was strange to see so little a boy as that was to act Cupid, which is one of the greatest parts in it. Then home and to bed.
1 Thomas Betterton, younger but eldest surviving son of Matthew Betterton of Westminster, said to be under-cook to Charles I., but who (writes Colonel Chester) described himself in his will as a " gentleman." Thomas was baptized at St. Margaret's, Westminster, August nth, 1635. He joined the company of actors formed by Rhodes, bookseller (and formerly wardrobe keeper to the Blackfriars Company), which commenced to act at the Cockpit, in Drury Lane, in 1659.    When, after the Restoration, Davenant took over Rhodes's company, Betterton became his principal actor.    Betterton died April 28th, 1710, and was buried in the East Cloister of Westminster Abbey on May 2nd.
2  Sir Paul Neile, of White Waltham, Berks, son of Richard Neile, Archbishop of York (1632-40).    A member of the first council of the Royal Society, and a constant attendant at the meetings.    He was frequently the bearer  of messages from Charles  II.    We learn from Birch's " History of the Royal Society," that on July iyth, 1661, "Sir Paul Neile having mentioned that the king had within four days past desired to have a reason assigned why the sensitive plants stir and contract themselves upon being touched, it was resolved that Dr. Wilkins, Dr. Clarke, Mr. Boyle, Mr. Evelyn, and Dr. Goddard be curators for examining the fact relating to these plants."
3  " Love's Mistress, or The Queen's Masque," by Thomas Heywood, published in 1636.   The plot is borrowed from the "Golden Ass" of Apuleius.